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SUBJECT: POSSIBLE REQUESTS FOR POLITICAL ASYLUM 
REF: 2FAM227, 228 

1. IN PAST WEEKS SOME OF KIM TAE CHUNG'S ASSOCIATES 
HAVE SUGGESTED POSSIBILITY THAT KIM MIGHT REQUEST 
POLITICAL ASYLUM AT EMBASSY. WE HAVE NO INDICATION 
AS TO WHAT KIM HIMSELF HAS IN MIND. HOWEVER. AS WE 
APPROACH THE OPENING OF UNIVERSITIES IN MARCH, THERE 
DOES EXIST POSSIBILITY THAT KIM OR OTHER POLITICAL 
FIGURES MIGHT APPROACH EMBASSY RE POLITICAL ASYLUM. 
PARTICULARLY IN EVENT THERE ARE STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS 

OR MORE EXTENDED GOVERNMENT CRACKDOWN ON ITS OPPONENTS. 

2. IN EVENT EMBASSY IS APPROACHED BY ANY MAJOR 
FIGURE REQUESTING POLITICAL ASYLUM, WE PROPOSE 
FOLLOWING APPROACH IN CONSONANCE WITH GENERAL DEPARTMENT 
A. PERSON MAKING REQUEST WILL BE TREATED 

COURTEOUSLY AND APPROPRIATE EMBOFF WILL EXPLAIN 
THAT USG DOES NOT AS MATTER OF POLICY GRANT 
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B. AT SAME TIME EMBASSY WILL SEND 
IMMEDITE TELEGRAM TO DEPARTMENT DESCRIBING 
APPROACH AND CIRCUMSTANCES INVOLVED. UNLESS THERE 
COMPELLING REASONS (SEE BELOW) WE WILL NOT KEEP 
PERSON IN EMBASSY UNTIL DEPARTMENT'S REPLY 
RECEIVED. 

C. IF APPROACH TO EMBASSY IS UNPUBLICIZED 

AND UNNOTICED, EMBASSY WILL TAKE NO FURTHER ACTION 
OTHER THAN REFUSAL OF POLITICAL ASYLUM. 

D. IN MORE LIKELY EVENT THAT REQUEST IS 

PUBLICIZED OR COMES TO THE ATTENTION FO ROKG, EMBASSY 

WILL INFORM ROKG THAT IT IS NOT OUR POLICY TO GRANT POLITICAL 

ASYLUM AND AT SAME TIME SEEK AGREEMENT THAT NO 

ACTION WILL BE TAKEN AGAINST THE PERSON 

APPROACHING EMBASSY BECAUSE OF HIS REQUEST. WE WOULD, 

IF CIRCUMSTANCES REQUIRE, ALLOW REQUESTOR TO REMAIN IN EMBASSY UNTIL 
THIS RESOLVED OR ALTERNATIVE INSTRUCTIONS RECEIVED 
FROM THE DEPARTMENT. 

3. IF APPLICABLE, EMBASSY WOULD OF COURSE FOLLOW 
STANDING INSTRUCTIONS RE TEMPORARY REFUGE (2 FAM 228.3). 

4. DEPARTMENT COMMENTS AND/OR APPROVAL OF THE ABOVE 
APPROACH REQUESTED. 

HABIB 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL ASYLUM, HUMAN RIGHTS, POLITICAL LEADERS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 22 FEB 1974 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: golinofr 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974SEOUL01250 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: SEOUL 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t1 974021 5/aaaaaoat. tel 

Line Count: 89 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Previous Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 

Reference: 2 FAM 227, 228 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: golinofr 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 AUG 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <01 AUG 2002 by elyme>; APPROVED <21 JAN 2003 by golinofr> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: POSSIBLE REQUESTS FOR POLITICAL ASYLUM 
TAGS: PFOR, KS, (KIM TAE-CHUNG) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



